Letter: More trails needed for motorized use
Posted: Sunday, November 18, 2007 11:00 pm
In recent days there have been numerous letters to the editor touting the idea that they want balanced use in the Pryors between
motorized recreation and other users. I attended the meetings held by the Forest Service concerning the travel plans for the Beartooths
and the Pryors. The curious thing to me is that most of those who were opposed to the roads and trails had never been to the
Bearthooths or the Pryors and had no idea where or what the roads were. They just sang the wilderness song that they need quiet
places.
I have backpacked most of the trails in the Beartooths and have driven or hiked most all the roads and trails allowing motorized use. I
have never had trouble finding quiet areas to camp or hike in either place. That argument is a fraudulent statement. When I hike, I can
go everywhere. When I drive, I stay on the prescribed trails and turn in those who don't.
I would suggest that there is not balanced use now in the Pryors. We need more trails for motorized use and more enforcement in
areas that are unapproved, not fewer trails. By the way, I have never seen a hiker in the Pryors in 20 years. There is no water there like
the lakes in the Beartooths, so no one hikes there. Limiting the existing trails would cause more erosion and damage. Keep the
existing trails open and let's have the multiple use that was intended for public lands.
Larry Brewster
Billings
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